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WELCOME

The Slovak Figure skating Federation and the Local Organizing Committee are looking very much forward to welcome the skating family for figure skating holiday in Kosice/Slovakia as a part of 

ISU Junior Grand Prix 

Kosice 2013

We have enclosed various pieces of information which might be useful for you and for your preparation to attend this important event of the ISU calendar.

THE AREA – THE CITY

The first evidence of inhabitant can be traced back to the end of the Paleolithic era. The first written reference to the Hungarian town of Kosice (as the royal village - Villa Cassa) comes from 1230. After the Mongol invasion in 1241, King Belo IV of Hungary invited German colonists to fill the gaps in population.

The Slovak name of the city comes from the Slavic personal name Kosa with the patronymic Slavic suffix "-ice". Historically, the city has been known as Kaschau in German, Kassa in Hungarian, Cassovia in Latin, Cassovie in French, Caşovia in Romanian, Кошице (Kosice) in Russian, and Koszyce in Polish. 

For a long time Košice served as one of the vital commercial crossroads of Europe. It has always been the centre of Eastern Slovakia, a region of special importance within the Kingdom of Hungary.
Medieval Košice was one of the most densely populated urban areas of the Kingdom. In the 13th century, an association of 24 towns of the Spiš region was formed here, as well as the association of 7 mining towns and the so called Pentapolitana, which united the 5 most important cities of Upper Hungary.
The first written record of the city dates back to 1230. The oldest Hungarian guild regulations dating back to 1307 and the fact that in 1369 Košice became the first city ever to be granted its own coat of arms are testimonies to the rapid growth of the city, due to its strategic location and Royal privileges. Since the early 15th century, Košice presided over the Pentapolitana association and maintained its position as the second city of the Kingdom after Buda (today’s Budapest) from 1347 until the early 18th century. The founding of a university in Košice in 1657 was a natural reaction to its economic, administrative and political status.

The historical centre of Košice, whose medieval city walls were removed in the 18th century, is today formed by a nearly one kilometer long promenade lined with exquisite historical buildings, once inhabited by medieval kings and nobility. Together with craftsmen’s houses, churches, squares and narrow streets, they create an atmosphere full of legends and stories. You can uncover these and much more of the city’s history, science, culture and art at some of the exhibitions available in the city centre, dominated by a medieval square, the heart of the largest conservation area in Slovakia.
Buildings of great historical and architectural value line the lens-shaped city centre – a lens through which you can look into history.

Kosice is the biggest city in eastern Slovakia and currently the European Capital of Culture with Marseille in France. It is situated on the river Hornad at the eastern reaches of the Slovak Ore Mountains, near the border with Hungary. With a population of approximately 250,000, Kosice is the second largest city in Slovakia after the capital Bratislava.

Being the economic and cultural center of eastern Slovakia, Kosice is the seat of the Kosice Region and Kosice Self-governing Region, the Slovak Constitutional Court, three universities, various dioceses, and many museums, galleries, and theaters. Kosice is an important industrial center of Slovakia. The U.S. Steel Kosice steel mill is the largest employer in the city. The town has good railway connections and an international airport (KSC).

Kosice is situated at an altitude of 206 metres (676 ft) above sea level and covers an area of 242.77 square kilometres (93.7 sq mi). It is located in eastern Slovakia, about 20 kilometres (12 mi) from the Hungarian, 80 kilometres (50 mi) from the Ukrainian, and 90 kilometres (56 mi) from the Polish borders. It is about 400 kilometres (249 mi) east of Slovakia's capital Bratislava. Kosice lies in the north temperate zone and has a continental climate with four distinct seasons. It is characterized by a significant variation between hot summers and cold, snowy winters.

Kosice is situated on the Hornad River in the Kosice Basin, at the easternmost reaches of the Slovak Ore Mountains. More precisely it is a subdivision of the Cierna hora mountains in the northwest and Volovske vrchy mountains in the southwest. The basin is met on the east by the Slanske vrchy mountains.

For more information please see

visitkosice.eu

THE COMPETITION AND ITS BEGINNING

Skating and Figure skating in Košice has very long tradition. As organized sport with official club in the town has in the year 2013 - the 55th anniversary. Many skaters as Kovarova/Komar – Pairs, Kovarova/Kovar – Pairs, Poracova/Porac – Ice Dance, Sviatko – Man, Kazimir – Man as represenants of Tchechoslovakia or Slovakia came from Kosice. Many officials of ISU for Slovakia are from Kosice too.

The town has long tradition and many funs of this beautiful sport. That was the reason to organise competition and apply for part of ISU family of Grand Prix in the 2013.

THE VENUE

Steel Aréna – Košický štadión L. Trojáka (English: Steel Arena – Ladislav Troják Stadium in Košice) is the new home arena of the ice sports and culture shows, concerts. The arena has hosted concerts by many famous artists, spanning many different genres of music.

Steel Arena opened on February 24, 2006. Its capacity is 8,343 seats and was named in honour of the general sponsor of the hockey club – the U. S. Steel Košice (a member of the United States Steel Corporation) and also in honour of Ladislav Troják, a Košice-born hockey player who was the first Slovak to win the World Championship with the Czechoslovakian national team.

It is located in the wider center of Kosice, app. 7 min. walk from Main street – zone for pedestrians.

Steel Aréna was one of the venues for the 2011 IIHF World Championship, which was hosted by Bratislava and Košice. The scoreboard, one of the most advanced LED scoreboards in the world was designed and manufactured by Colosseo, a Slovak company.

THE OFFICIAL HOTELS

Hotel rooms for official hotels can only be booked via the Organizing Committee. The hotels will not accept any private bookings.

For ISU Event Officials, Judges, their Chaperons

Hotel Slameny Dom – 15 min. by shuttle bus from Steel Arena
Smreková 2, 

044 20 Malá Ida, 

Slovak republic

Phone: + 421 (055) 729 79 96-7

Web: http://www.slamenydom.sk/

For Skaters, Coaches, Team leaders, Team doctors, Chaperons

Hotel CENTRUM  - located in the centrum ot the town

(Skaters, Team Leaders, Coaches, Chaperons) 

Juzna Trieda 2/A, 

043 23 Kosice 043 23

Slovak Republic

phone:
+421 55 622 03 50

fax:
+421 55 622 04 86

web:
http://www.hotel-centrum.sk/
Hotel DoubleTree by Hilton located in the centrum ot the town – Official accreditation  
(Officials, Skaters, Team Leaders, Coaches, Chaperons) 

Hlavna 1 

040 01 Kosice 

Slovak Republic

phone:
+421 55 3251 100

fax:
+421 55 3251 600

web:
http://doubletree3.hilton.com/en/hotels/slovak-republic/doubletree-by-hilton-hotel-kosice-KSCDTDI/index.html
Hotel Gloria - located in the centrum ot the town

(Skaters, Team Leaders, Coaches, Chaperons)

Bottova 1, 

040 01 Košice, 

Slovak republic

Tel: + 421 55 625 73 27-28 

Fax: + 421 55 625 73 30

Web: http://www.gloriapalac.sk/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=16&Itemid=18
Hotel capacities can only be booked via the Organizing Committee
The room rates of the Organizing Committee are as following: 

Slameny dom, 

Single room

€ 45.00 


Twin room

€ 30.00 (per person) 

Centrum, Gloria

Single room

€ 51.50 


Twin room

€ 30.50 (per person) 

Doubletree by Hilton 

Single room

€ 75.00 


Twin room

€ 48.00 (per person)



All rates are per person and night, including breakfast, GST and all local tourist taxes.

The rooms are equipped with TV, bath/shower, hair-dryer, Wifi-internet etc. in Slameny dom is wellness included in the price.

The Horse Inn, Centrum, Gloria, Doubletree by Hilton are located app. 15 minutes walking distance from Main railway station and are in the Centrum,  5 min. by shuttle bus from/to Main ring/Practice ring. 

All hotels accept all kinds of credit-cards (VISA, EUROCARD/MASTER CARD, DINERS CLUB, …).

The Organizing Committee will try to make the hotel reservations in accordance with your requests, but hopes for your understanding if these may not be always possible.
MEALS

ISU Event Officials (Referees, Technical Controllers, Technical Specialists, Data/Replay Operators), Judges and Competitors will receive meal-vouchers for the period, covered through the Organizing Committee, beginning on Tuesday, September 11, 2013 with dinner until Sunday, September 16, 2013 including breakfast. Meals are served on the Steel Arena – Official restaurant accept breakfast, which is served in each hotel. 

Meal vouchers will be part of official accreditation card – special code. Accreditation card with picture of person is not transferable.
All other persons may purchase meal-vouchers for:


Lunch

€   12.00


Dinner

€   12.00



Each meal includes a non-alcoholic drink.

TRAVELLING TO KOSICE

By Plane

The official airport for the ISU Junior Grand Prix in Kosice will be Kosice International airport (KSC).

Austria Airlines and Czech Airlines, Danube wings are the partner-airline to the Kosice International airport (KSC). 

Kosice Airport is situated about 11 km from Kosice centre with an approximately travel time of 15 minutes to the official hotels in Kosice.

The Organizing Committee provides a pick-up service at Kosice Airport. Please inform the Organizing Committee together with your entry whether you will be using the transportation offered.

The fee for the pick-up service at Kosice Airport is € 10.00 per person (€ 20.00 for round trip) and need to be paid upon arrival at registration.

Please note that the Organizing Committee will not provide pick-up service from any other airport than Kosice International airport (KSC).

By Train 

Kosice is connected to the main railway lines from Ukraine, Poland, Hungary, Austria, Czech rep. and all over the Slovakia.
By Car
Kosice can also be reached by car. It is well connected to the Slovak highway and R- 1st class road system. 
R75 or R68 or A4/E40+D1 from Poland 

M1, M3 or E571,E58 from Austria 

E71 from Hungary

E50, or E40,E75 from Ukraine

E50,D1 from Czech rep.

EVENT SHUTTLE

Shuttle-bus-service will connect all official hotels with the Steel Arena (main and practice rink) and return starting on the first practice day (Thursday, September 12, 2013). 

The shuttle bus will run in accordance with the final time and practice schedule. A detailed bus schedule will be distributed at the time of registration.

REGISTRATION

Accreditation as a Team Member will be given to all entered Judges, Competitors and one Team-Leader per participating team, one Coach per Competitor, a maximum of two Team Officials of ISU Members (including the Member President), provided that they are Council Members, Technical Committee Members or Members of the Head Office of their Federation and a maximum of two medical persons. Accreditation will only be granted to persons in those various functions if officially entered and named through their National Association. The ISU Member certifies with the signed entry form the indicated functions within the team of all team members. Any misuse of any function will be sanctioned by the ISU/OC.
Accreditation will be given to appointed ISU Event Officials, ISU Office Holders and Guests of Honour 

Passports of the skaters have to be presented at the accreditation for verification!

The registration for all teams will be held at the Hotel Hilton by DoubleTree upon arrival.
Please connect to Entry  form pictures of accreditating persons of size:   320 x 400
The registration / organizing committee office is located in room “Accreditation zone” (1st floor) 

September 11 and 12

Operating hours:
Wednesday, Sept. 11

10:00 – late night


Thursday, Sept. 12

08:00 – 22:00

Steel Arena

Operating hours:
Friday, Sept. 13
   09:00 – 22:00




Saturday, Sept. 14
   09:00 – 22:00


Sunday, Sept. 15

09:00 – 22:00


Monday, Sept. 16

07:00 – 12:00

Chaperones

Officially entered chaperons (one per skater) will not be accredited, but receive a special card to have access to all practice sessions, competitions and to join the event shuttle bus system. 

Chaperones tickets  are available at a price of € 20.00/ per event  from the OC Office at the Hotel.

ANTI-DOPING CONTROLS

Anti-Doping tests will be conducted. The tests will be taken from each first placed skater/couple. One skater from the remainder of the skaters shall be selected by random draw in Singles, Pair Skating and Ice Dance. In case of a couple it will be determined by draw whether the Lady or the Man will be tested.

The anti-doping tests will be conducted in accordance with the current ISU Anti-Doping Code as published in ISU Communication 1650 and 1651 or any further updates.

Skaters drawn for Anti-Doping control must identify themselves through passport.

SOCIAL EVENTS AND MEETINGS

	Wednesday,

September 11, 2013
	All day
	Arrival of Teams

	

	Thursday,

September 12,

2013
	All day
	Official Practice

	
	11:30
	Team Leaders Meeting

	
	16:30
	Referees and Judges Meeting

	
	17:30
	Judges Draw and Meeting

	

	Friday,

September 13,

2013
	10:00
	LADIES – Short Program

	
	
	PAIRS – Short Program

	
	
	MEN – Short Program

	

	Saturday,

September 14,

2013
	10:00
	ICE DANCE – Short Dance

	
	
	PAIRS – Free Skating

	
	
	LADIES – Free Skating

	

	Sunday,

September 15,

2013
	07:00
	PAIRS – Round Table Discussion for Judges

	
	08:30
	LADIES – Round Table Discussion for Judges

	
	10:00
	ICE DANCE – Free Dance

	
	
	MEN – Free Skating

	
	20:00
	ICE DANCE – Round Table Discussion for Judges

	
	21:30
	MEN – Round Table Discussion for Judges


Please note:

This schedule is subject to changes and will be updated in accordance with the final 
number of entries.

Team Leaders Meeting



Thursday, September 12, 2013 – 11:30

Main ring
The exact times will be published in the final time and practice schedule which will be handed out at time of registration.

Initial Starting Order Draws


Thursday, September 12, 2013 

Main rink 

The exact times will be published in the final time and practice schedule which will be handed out at time of registration.

Intermediate Draws

Intermediate draws will be held approximately 15 minutes after the conclusion of the respective Short Programs and Short Dance at the main rink – 1st floor, Draw Room / Skating Lounge.

Referees and Technical Controllers Meeting

Thursday, September 12, 2013 – 16:30

Main rink 

Room numbers will be announced at registration.

Judges Draw and Meeting

Thursday, September 12, 2013 – 17:30

Main rink 

The Room numbers will be announced at registration.

Round Table Discussions

All Round Table Discussions are planned to be held at Main Ring 

Exact times and Room No. as to the event schedule.

PRELIMINARY EVENT SCHEDULE

	Wednesday,

September 11, 2013
	All day
	Arrival of Teams

	

	Thursday,

September 12,

2013
	All day
	Official Practice

	
	11:30
	Team Leaders Meeting

	
	16:30
	Referees and Judges Meeting

	
	17:30
	Judges Draw and Meeting

	

	Friday,

September 13,

2013
	10:00
	LADIES – Short Program

	
	
	PAIRS – Short Program

	
	
	MEN – Short Program

	

	Saturday,

September 14,

2013
	10:00
	ICE DANCE – Short Dance

	
	
	PAIRS – Free Skating

	
	
	LADIES – Free Skating

	

	Sunday,

September 15,

2013
	07:00
	PAIRS – Round Table Discussion for Judges

	
	08:30
	LADIES – Round Table Discussion for Judges

	
	10:00
	ICE DANCE – Free Dance

	
	
	MEN – Free Skating

	
	20:00
	ICE DANCE – Round Table Discussion for Judges

	
	21:30
	MEN – Round Table Discussion for Judges


Please note:

This schedule is subject to changes 

and will be updated in accordance with

 the final number of entries.

	
	
	

	VARIOUS

Weather

The weather in Kosice during the days of mid September might vary between +16°C and +23°C, rarely showers but also some nice and sunny days. 

Electricity

Electricity 220 V; please mind the special plug-in in Slovakia.

Banks

Regular banking hours in Kosice are Monday to Friday 9.00 h to 17.00 h.

Money Exchange

Slovakian currency is EUR. Each bank has a “money changing counter”. ATM cash machines are available throughout the city.

Shopping

Regular shopping hours in Kosice are:

Shops


Monday – Friday

10:00 h – 18:00 h




Saturday

09:00 h – 13:00 h

Department-Stores
Monday – Friday

10:00 h – 21:00 h




Saturday

10:00 h – 20:00 h

On Sunday and Public Holidays shops are closed.

Visit Center Kosice

Hlavna street 59

040 01 Kosice
Phone: 
+421 55 625 88 88 

Fax: 
+421 55 625 45 02
E-Mail: 
visit@visitkosice.eu
 Web:
http://www.visitkosice.eu
FURTHER INFORMATION

Please inform the Organizing Committee as soon as possible about

· Invitation letters for visa requests in case of needed

· additional practice-time, if needed

For visa process please use attached form Kosice form 01 for countries:

ARM, AZE, BIH, BLR, CHN, GEO, GRN, IND, MAR, MGL, PHI, PRK, PUR, RSA, RUS, THA, TPE, TUR, UKR, USA, UZB

MNE, SRB – biometrical passports required for non visa process 

Please contact:

Slovensky krasokorculiarsky zvaz

Slovak Figure Skating Association
Zahradnicka 95 

821 05 Bratislava

Slovenska republika

Phone: +421 905592610

Fax:+421 556258825

E-mail:  skrz@sztk.sk 
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WELCOME TO KOŠICE










